The Arts and Crafts
Movement in Haslemere

The Arts and Crafts Movement was one of the most
influential international artistic movements of
modern times. Inspired by the work and writings of
John Ruskin and William Morris it grew out of a
concern for the effects of industrialisation on society
and traditional skills in the late 1800s. The
movement influenced many areas of the cultural
landscape including architecture, garden design,

clothing and home furnishings.

In Haslemere a thriving community of artists and crafts-
people inspired by the Arts and Crafts Movement formed
the Peasant Arts Society, and flourished from the late 1890s

until the early 1930s. Determined to revive lost country crafts

they set up weaving houses and craft workshops in the
town, and these became known as the Haslemere Peasant
Industries. They produced many different types of crafts
from hand woven textiles to printed cards, many of which

survive in the collection at Haslemere Museum.

Members of the movement, including Godfrey Blount and
Joseph King, also collected ‘peasant art” objects from across
Europe and used them to inspire local artisans. Joining them
in this pursuit of collecting was Gerald Davies, a master at
Charterhourse School in Godalming. His collection of
European folk art was later purchased by the Peasant Arts
Society. Merging with the Society’s own small museum they
formed the Haslemere Peasant Handicraft Museum, which
opened in 1910. When the collection disbanded it came into
the possession of Haslemere Educational Museum in 1926.
Examples of this special collection and of the unique local

industries are still on public display today.
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The Weekend as a Package

With such a full itinerary, why not take the
opportunity to relax in one of Haslemere’s hotels for
the weekend. The Station House, a lovingly restored
Victorian building offering luxurious accommodation,
is conveniently situated opposite Haslemere Station
and between the two featured centres of Haslemere
High Street and Wey Hill. If you choose the weekend

package, all the events are included in the price as

well as a private reception with Eric Knowles to

include welcome drinks on Friday evening and a
picnic lunch on Saturday in the beautiful gardens of
Haslemere Museum. For further information on the
weekend package, please contact Haslemere Events on
tel 01428 645425 | email events@haslemere.com

Haslemere is a charming market town nestled between wooded
hills in the south west corner of Surrey. With pretty streets of
timbered and tile hung houses and cottages, it is a town with old

foundations and a fascinating history.

Due to its fast train service and proximity to the A3 it is a perfect base
from which to explore London or the south coast and the ideal place
for a day trip or extended stay. The Haslemere Visitor Information
Centre situated in the award winning Haslemere Museum offers
information on everything you need to get the most out of your stay.

To find out more, visit www.haslemere.com/vic

Whilst every care has been taken in organising this weekend, Haslemere Events, its organisers
and sponsors accept no responsibility for changes to the programme, venues, guest performers
or speakers. Terms and conditions apply. Please note that we do not accept any responsibility
for any injury, illness, death, loss, damage, expense cost or other sum or claim of any
descnptfn whatsoever or howemo arisinhFor @ur own protection, you should see that

eunly ihsured.
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